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Foreword

The circumstances for too many young people in Ireland
are limiting them from even coming close to achieving
the most basic ambitions.
This is particularly true for many young people from
inner city working class areas across Northern Ireland,
in the border regions and in rural areas which have not
benefitted from inward and other forms of investment. In
some of these areas of high social deprivation, as many
as 2/3 young people fail academically. This makes it
extremely difficult for them to build a prosperous life and
there is a real danger of another generation being left
behind and society dealing with all of the consequences.
It is not acceptable that 1 in 4 children in Northern
Ireland are living in childhood poverty – the highest in
the UK.
Nor do I accept that out young people are lacking talent
and potential. We see every year the transformational
change in our young people who benefit from a Young
Enterprise Experience Many are very entrepreneurial and
respond positively with the support and encouragement
of role models from the business world. Many just need
their eyes opened to the opportunities that they can
create for themselves and how easy it can be to start a
business - to buy something for an amount, to add value
to it and sell it for a profit.
The United States is recognised globally for its innate
entrepreneurial ambition, and we want to share this
passion with young people across Ireland. With your
support we can achieve the ambition of providing
every young person with a high quality entrepreneurial
experience, every year. This will transform the economy
and the outlook for young people.
Thank you for your support in this endeavour.
Ciaran Sheehan, President

Board of Directors

Ciaran Sheehan - President
Ciaran is the Managing Director of
Clarendon Executive, Co-Founder of
Innovia Care & former Chairman of Young
Enterprise NI, based in Belfast N Ireland.
Ciaran brings 25 years’ experience
establishing several successful businesses
in the Executive Recruitment and Health
and Social Care Sectors. His executive
search and selection assignments sourcing
exceptional individuals for Board, C Suite
and Senior Management positions within
many of Northern Ireland’s most successful
and fastest growing companies and most
complex public-sector organisations.
Ciaran has been chairman for Young
Enterprise NI for 7 years and now focuses
his time on his role as President of Friends
of Young Enterprise NI Foundation. He has
held Chairman and other board positions
for several non-profit organisations that
focus on building prosperous communities.
He has an immense passion and
enthusiasm for growing entrepreneurial
talent across Ireland.

Katy Knox
President, U.S. Trust, Bank of America
Private Wealth Management, Carlotte,
North Carolina.
Katy has been with Bank of America since
2002, with a wide variety of roles and
interests. Her current role helps families to
manage wealth across several generations
to business owners, entrepreneurs and
other creators of first-generation wealth.
Based in North Carolina, Katy is passionate
about Women in Business, with her role
as Founder of Emerging Women Leaders
programme & executive sponsor of the
Business Banking Women’s Conference
with Bank of America Merrill Lynch.

Declan Breslin
Global Head of Client Service and
Solutions, Custody and Fund Services,
based in New York.

Dan Delaney
Dan is the founder and principal of the
Delaney Policy Group, based in Boston
MA.

His team is responsible for the day-to-day
client service for all of the hedge fund
clients on J.P. Morgan’s Prime Brokerage
platform. Declan began his career in
London with Deutsche Bank before moving
to Lehman Brothers in 2003, where he
ran Client Service and Transition across all
products both pre- and post- bankruptcy.
Declan graduated from the Queen’s
University of Belfast in 1998 with a
Bachelor of Science in Finance and holds
a Master of Science in Finance from the
University of London.

Harvard-trained with more than fifteen
years of experience in legislative and
regulatory affairs, and advocacy. Dan
brings a rare combination of elite policy
expertise, hands-on experience, and a
facility for effective communication to his
work. As founder and head of his own
government relations/policy consulting
firm, Dan Delaney brings his experience as
a business operate and that of consulting
clients in the innovation economy to the
Friends of Young Enterprise NI and its
important work.

Kevin Roland
Managing Director, Teneo Strategy, Dublin

Philip Cassidy
Senior Vice President, Europe, Global
Applications Development, Solutions,
Pricing and Strategic Project Management
for Concentrix, based in Belfast N Ireland.

Kevin Roland advises Teneo’s global
executive clientele on strategic business
priorities across Europe, the Middle East,
Africa, Asia, and North America. Prior to
joining Teneo, Kevin served as the acting
U.S. Consul General and Political and
Economic Counselor in Belfast, Northern
Ireland, where he engaged with community,
government and business across the
region in support of shared strategic goals.
Kevin also served with distinction in the
diplomatic corps of the U.S. Department of
State. Originally from Baltimore, Maryland,
Kevin and his family reside in New Quay,
County Clare, Ireland.

Philip acknowledges that his Young
Enterprise experience at school was
critical to inspiring him to a change in
direction. He is now one of NI’s leading
entrepreneurs and has been a board
member of Young Enterprise for over
10 years. His role for Concentrix has
responsibility for solutions, pricing and
strategic projects as well as developing,
deploying and maintaining its technology
platforms. Philip set up the global email
company (gem) with a few friends. In
2011 gem was sold to Concentrix. Philip
is a Young Enterprise NI Alumni and a
board member for over 10 years. Philip
is a leading entrepreneur in the business
community in Northern Ireland & an
alumnus of Young Enterprise Northern
Ireland.

Northern Ireland
needs an
entrepreneurial
investment
Young people in areas of socio-economic need in N Ireland
have always faced challenges to overcome the circumstances
created by the history of the area they live in.
Despite continued peace within Northern Ireland, many areas of
our society still have significant legacy issues post-troubles.
There is much that can be done, provided these young people
are invested in from an early age, and create a self belief
that encourages aspirations of achievement through empowering
them with the skills they need to succeed in life.
This is the work that the NI based charity Young Enterprise
NI (part of Junior Achievement global network) successfully
undertakes using a ‘Learning by Doing’ entrepreneurship
education methodology, proven to grow confident young people
who are better equipped to own their future.
– Research shows that students who receive enterprise education
are three to six times more likely to start a business in the
future.
– Through entrepreneurship activities, learners build confidence
and gain key entrepreneurial skills creating critical thinking,
problem-solving, communication, risk-taking & teamwork.
– Entrepreneurship can offer alternative pathways for young
people, improving their skills, employability and life chances,
while supporting wider economic and social development.

NI needs its young people to drive a
more entrepreneurial economy
We have ambition.

We have strengths in financial
services, agri-food, digital
and creative technologies
& are developing expertise
in cybersecurity & precision
medicine.

But we need to address our
challenges.

NI has the worst long-term
intergenerational youth and
adult unemployment in the UK.

We need all young people to
develop entrepreneurial skills
in order to succeed.

InvestNI’s 2017-2021 strategy
aims to create 30,000-40,000
additional jobs

95%

of small businesses employ less
than 10 people

Early-stage Entrepreneurial
Activity only 6.3% in NI, against
8.8% UK average

32.3%

of school leavers don’t achieve at
least 5 GCSE passes

1in 4

children live in poverty

How you can help
Young Enterprise Northern Ireland is already reaching 1 in
3 of the school population – working with almost 90,000
students aged 4-25 each year. Help ensure that all young
people get this enterprise experience and opportunity to
develop their entrepreneurial skills.
100% of your financial support will be spent on the young
people of Northern Ireland.
Donations will target those most in need. Those living
in areas of inner city deprivation, underserved rural
communities & border regions.

Become a Friend of the Foundation

Pledge your support to our
Entrepreneurship campaign

Get your corporate involved

“Young Enterprise
definitely equipped
me for life beyond
education. It was
absolutely the
best thing I did at
school in terms of
preparation for life
outside of school.
Applying what you
learn in the classroom
to the real world is
really important”
Student

Friends of Young Enterprise Northern Ireland Foundation
is a non-profit corporation with public charity 501(3)c
status in the United States.
Address:
2 Grand Central Tower
140 E 45th Street, 41st Floor
New York, NY 10017
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